For Immediate Release: September 29, 2021

WEST VIRGINIA POLL SHOWS VOTERS SUPPORT $3.5 TRILLION INVESTMENT
PACKAGE IN CONGRESS WHEN PAID FOR BY BILLIONAIRES AND CORPORATIONS
Survey Should Assuage Sen. Manchin’s Worries Over Cost of Spending Plan
Charleston, WV — Taxing billionaires and corporations dramatically increases support among
voters in West Virginia for the $3.5-trillion Build Back Better investment plan now before
Congress. It would make healthcare, childcare, education and housing more affordable, and
continue the expansions in the Child Tax Credit that are benefitting 301,000 West Virginians
with an average payment of $431 per eligible family but is set to expire at the end of this year.
The poll was released by Americans for Tax Fairness and West Virginia Citizen Action Group.
The poll comes at a critical moment as the U.S. House of Representatives may vote on the plan
this week with the U.S. Senate expected to follow shortly thereafter.
According to the new Global Strategy Group (GSG) telephone survey in August of 600 registered
West Virginia voters, support for the investment package was virtually even—48% in favor and
47% opposed—before voters were asked about funding options. But support increases
significantly—in some cases by two or three to one—when voters are told the $3.5 trillion
package will be paid for by policies that raise taxes on the wealthy and corporations. GSG is
Senator Manchin’s pollster.
Among the funding options poll takers considered:
•

By 70% to 24%, voters support “clos[ing] the loophole that often allows the wealthy to
avoid paying taxes on investment gains for their entire lives.” This was a net positive of
46% among all voters and 26% among Republican voters.

•

By 65% to 29%, voters support “apply(ing) a one-time tax on billionaires’ untaxed
investment gains above $1 billion, at the same rate as wages and salaries.” This was a
net positive of 36% among all voters and 29% among Republican voters.

•

By 64% to 32%, voters support “apply[ing] a 2% tax on an individual’s wealth above $50
million each year.” This was a net positive of 32% among all voters and 7% among
Republican voters.

•

By 55% to 39%, voters support “rais[ing] the corporate tax rate for large corporations
from 21% and set it back to its previous 28%.” This was a net positive of 16% among all
voters and -5% among Republican voters.

•

By 69% to 25%, voters opposed “increase[ing] federal borrowing, adding to the national
debt,” to fund the plan.

“These clear and startling results should reassure Sen. Manchin that he’ll be serving his
constituents well by backing a $3.5 trillion package of working-family investments fully funded
by fairer taxes on the rich and corporations,” said Gary Zuckett, executive director of West
Virginia Citizen Action Group. “Sen. Manchin has expressed reservations about the price tag
because of concerns over rising debt and inflation. But both problems can be avoided if the
package is paid for with the kind of higher taxes on the rich and corporations this poll shows
West Virginia voters all along the political spectrum strongly support.”
“At various times Senator Joe Manchin, a key swing vote on the Build Back Better plan, has
raised concerns about how these investments can be paid for,” said Frank Clemente, executive
director at Americans for Tax Fairness. “President Biden has offered a plan, and this poll shows
that West Virginians strongly endorse his method: by making billionaires and corporations
begin to pay their fair share of taxes. U.S. billionaires increased their total wealth by $1.8
trillion, or 62%, over the last 17 months, according to our analysis of Forbes data. That’s more
than half of the total cost of the Build Back Better plan over 10 years. We can afford this plan.”
Go here for the Global Strategy Group poll deck and toplines.
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